EXCURSION  INTO  THE  DESERT.
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meagre pasture for camels, of which we occasionally saw a
small number, watched by a boy sunning himself on a boul-
der or in a nest he had made for himself in a drift of deep
yellow sand.

Our horses were thoroughbred Arabs, and could walk and
amble about forty miles a day for weeks in succession without
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fatigue; but for our short stages we indulged occasionally in a
spurt at full gallop, especially to make a favorable impression as
we neared the different villages. We accomplished thirty-six
kilometres, or twenty-two and a half miles, by eleven o'clock, and
our first halt was at Lichana, which village presented a different
aspect from*anything we had seen. The peculiar character of this
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